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KABUL: The Ministry of
Public Works of the Islamic Emir-
ate said in a statement Sunday that
332,837 tons of commodities have
been traded via railways in the past
one month.

According to the statement,
247,042 tons through Hairatan
Port, 32,117 tons via the Aqina
Port, 23,168 tons through the
Torghundi Port, and 30,509 tons
via the Khaf-Herat railways have
been transported in the past one
month. The transported merchan-
dise included both petroleum and
other products, the statement
said, adding that 16,772 tons of
goods have been exported, prima-
rily consisting of dried fruits, min-
erals, potatoes, rice, and pome-
granate juice. The Ministry of
Public Works is committed to en-
hancing transportation conditions

Over 330,000 tons of goods transported by
railways in one month, ministry

and facilitating trade for mer-
chants, the statement said. By
ensuring a sustainable and rapid

transportation process for com-
mercial goods via railways, the
ministry aims to boost national

revenues and support economic
growth, the statement concluded.
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K
ABUL: Mawlawi Noor
Jalal Jalali, the acting
Minister of Public

Health of the Islamic Emirate,
in a meeting with Tajudeen
Oyewale, head of UNICEF in
Afghanistan, discussed the
quality of health services pro-
vided by implementing organi-
zations, the ministry said in a
statement on Sunday.

The meeting also focused
on how health services are de-
livered by implementing orga-
nizations in Afghanistan, the
quality of medicines and their
timely delivery to hospitals and
health centers, joint monitor-
ing to evaluate services, ca-
pacity building of health work-
ers, and the establishment of

Mawlavi Jalali, UNICEF representative
meet on health issues
new health centers, the state-
ment said.

Emphasizing transparent
delivery of health services and
the timely provision of medi-
cines to health centers, Jalali
stressed that serious action
must be taken regarding those
centers where medicines are
not delivered on time.

He also called for transpar-
ency in selecting implementing
organizations, stating that all
organizations must be chosen
based on transparency and ef-
fective performance, and that
those with poor service deliv-
ery should not be involved in
the health sector.

Meanwhile, Tajudeen Oye-
wale said that UNICEF aims to

cooperate with the Ministry of
Public Health in joint monitor-
ing to evaluate the quality of
services provided by imple-
menting organizations and
work to improve health service
delivery.

He added that a joint com-

mittee will be established to
identify the medicine needs of
all hospitals and health centers
so that essential medicines and
supplies can be delivered to
them in a timely manner.
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KABUL: The Ministry of
Refugees Repatriation said in
a statement the other day that
after the reestablishment of the
Islamic Emirate, 5,097,000  Af-
ghan refugees have returned
to Afghanistan.

Since IEA reestablishment, over 5 million
refugees returned home, ministry

According to the state-
ment, 268,000 Afghan refugees
have repatriated from Iran and
Pakistan within the last two
months.

Over the past four years,
neighboring countries, partic-

ularly Iran and Pakistan, have
started compulsory repatria-
tion of Afghan refugees, a
move that has drawn strong
censure from the Islamic Emir-
ate and global organizations.
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KABUL: A technical dele-
gation from Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat visited Turk-
menistan to discuss a number
of power projects, the compa-
ny said in a statement on Mon-
day.

According to the state-
ment, the technical teams of
the two countries are set to dis-
cuss the progress of infrastruc-
ture projects, including the
500kv Turkmenistan-Dasht-e
Alwan transmission line and
substation and the Arghandi
substation.

This technical visit is con-
sidered a significant step to-
ward the finalization and suc-
cessful operation of vital elec-
tricity transmission projects
and will play an important role
in improving the country’s en-

DABS delegation in Turkmenistan
for talks on power projects

ergy infrastructure, the state-
ment added.

The 500-kilovolt transmis-
sion line connecting Turkmen-
istan to Afghanistan, specifi-
cally the segment from She-
berghan to Dasht-e Alwan and
onward to the Arghandi area

in Kabul.
The project is crucial for

importing up to 1,000 mega-
watts of electricity from Turk-
menistan, aiming to alleviate
power shortages in Kabul and
13 neighboring provinces.
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KABUL: Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi, the country’s

Kabul, Moscow discuss diplomatic relations
acting Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, met with Dmitry Aleksan-

drovich Zhirnov, the Russian
Ambassador to Kabul, dis-
cussing bilateral diplomatic re-
lations, the ministry said in a
statement  Sunday.

The two sides discussed
the new phase of Afghanistan-
Russia relations, the agree-
ments reached during the Ka-
zan conference, and bilateral
working committees.

Zhirnov handed over the
official note of acceptance for
Afghanistan’s nominated am-
bassador to Russia and ex-

pressed hope that with the el-
evation of diplomatic relations,
ties between the two countries
would advance in various ar-
eas, according to the statement.

Meanwhile, Muttaqi de-
scribed the new chapter of re-
lations with the Russian Fed-
eration as important and hoped
that both countries would be
able to expand bilateral coop-
eration in multiple sectors dur-
ing the phase.
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KABUL: The acting Gov-
ernor of Da Afghanistan Bank,
Noor Ahmad Agha, met with
the Chinese ambassador to
Kabul, Zhao Xing on Sunday
to discuss enhancing financial
and banking cooperation, the
bank said in a statement.

Noor Ahmad Agha de-

scribed China as one of Af-
ghanistan’s good and signifi-
cant neighbors, and said that

DAB Governor, Chinese ambassador
meet on banking cooperation

the Bank could manage to es-
tablish effective ties with the
accredited international finan-
cial and banking institutions
over the past four years, reaf-
firming the Bank’s commitment
to further strengthening these
relations. Praising China’s col-
laboration, particularly in the

economic sector, the DAB
Governor stated that Da Af-
ghanistan Bank is working to

expand technical assistance in
the financial and banking sec-
tors, intending to create a more
secure and enabling environ-
ment for investment to facili-
tate trade, and undertaking
practical measures in capacity
building and other related ar-
eas. He emphasized that the ul-
timate goal of these efforts is
to create a conducive environ-
ment for domestic investment,
facilitate trade for business-
men, provide better financial
and banking services, and de-
liver these services to all parts
of the country.

Assuring his country’s
readiness to expand ties with
Afghanistan, the Chinese am-
bassador to Kabul, Zhao Xing,
stated that China seeks to play
a positive role in Afghanistan’s
economic reconstruction.

He also underscored the
importance of further strength-
ening bilateral relations
through deepened and sus-
tained cooperation.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: Mawlavi Najibullah
Hayat Haqqani, the acting Minis-
ter of Telecommunication and In-
formation Technology (MCIT)
said in a statement Sunday that
42 new telecommunications tow-
ers will be established in Logar
province to enhance connectivity
in underserved areas.

Speaking at a meeting with
Logar officials, Haqqani said that
this program is part of the broad-
er 10th National Telecommunica-
tion Development Project, which
aims to expand telecom services
across the country.

42 new telecommunications towers to be
built in Logar, minister

Mawlavi Haqqani said: “The
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology is active-
ly working to ensure that remote
and previously unconnected areas
gain access to reliable telecommu-
nications services nationwide.”

A few days ago, Najibullah
Hayat Haqqani, the acting minis-
ter of telecommunications and in-
formation technology, announced
during a visit to Paktia that 550
new telecommunication towers
have been approved across the
country.

The Kabul Times

Speaking at a meeting with Logar officials, Haqqani said that this program is part of the broader
10th National Telecommunication Development Project, which aims to expand telecom services across
the country.
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T
he Gaza Strip has been
under Israeli’s cruel, un
precedented, immoral

and inhumane siege since 2007.
The Israli cruel siege of

Gaza is not only a flagrant and
persistent violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law, the
Geneva Conventions and fun-
damental human rights, but
also a shameful, horrific and
historic stain on humanity.

This siege has been sys-
tematically imposed by the Zi-
onist regime on approximately
2 million people, including chil-
dren, women, the elderly and
the sick, and has kept them in
the harsh conditions of an
open prison.

All food, medicine and oth-
er life-saving aid have been
blocked by Israel from enter-
ing to Gaza, and there has re-
striction on using the electric-
ity, clean water and other needs
of life, causing not only the
paralysis of all aspects of dai-
ly life, but also a complete hu-
manitarian catastrophe.

Hospitals are out of ser-
vice, patients are dying from a
lack of basic medicines, chil-
dren are suffering from malnu-
trition, and basic rights to ed-
ucation, business, movement
and social life are being totally
restricted.

 This siege is not just a tac-
tic, but a conscious and sys-
tematic oppression, aimed at
breaking the will of the people
of Gaza, coercing them and
weakening their legitimate
struggle for freedom.

All this is happening be-
fore the eyes of the world, but
in terms of international justice,
human conscience, and legal
action, there is either silence
or hypocritical double stan-
dards, which is a shameful de-
feat of the world’s moral sys-
tem, international organiza-
tions, and human values.

Due to Zionist brutality,
power plants have been
bombed, and fuel supplies
have been cut off, due to which
hospitals cannot function, and
even doctors use lamps or
mobile phone lights during
surgical operations.

Access to clean water has
been totally restricted, and
water plants, producing clean

The Israeli cruel siege of Gaza: The
continued humanitarian crisis

water, have either been de-
stroyed or are paralyzed due
to a lack of fuel.

 People are forced to drink
salty or contaminated water,
which has led to the rapid
spread of epidemics such as
diarrhea, skin infections, and
child malnutrition.

Healthcare is another disas-
ter. Due to the oppression of
the Zionist regime, Gaza’s
health system has been totally
destroyed.

 Medicines are not avail-
able, hospitals are bombed,
and health workers are either
martyred or lack medical equip-
ment.

Patients, especially those
suffering from cancer, diabe-
tes, or respiratory problems,
are deprived of treatment.

All food supplies have

been restricted, and their pric-
es are so high that many fami-
lies share with each other just
to find a single meal. Children
cry from hunger, and mothers
are unable to provide milk for
their infants.

Behind all this siege is the
policy of the Zionist regime
that seeks to gradually kill the
entire Palestinian people.

This siege is not just phys-
ical, it is a deliberate killing
against every aspect of life.

 The people of Gaza have
the right to the protection of
civilians under international
law, such as the Geneva Con-
ventions.  Their cutting off of

electricity, medicine, and food
is an unspeakable crime called
“collective punishment.”

This crime is in complete
contradiction with the princi-
ples of war and has risen to the
level of war crimes.

Despite these atrocities,
the people of Gaza are op-
pressed but heroic.

Those who have been mar-
tyred are considered the pride
of the nation, and those who
survived are great symbols of
stability, dignity, and faith.

Children playing with
blood stains and elders who
are convinced of Allah’s will
with the martyrs, all of them
represent a great spirit of re-
sistance against the brutality
of the Zionist regime.

The enemy is a barbaric,
cruel, and ruthless regime that

neither recognize humanity nor
has a clear hostility to the prin-
ciples of Sharia, natural moral-
ity, and international law.

 This regime does not re-
spect women, children, and ci-
vilians, nor does it observe the
rules of war, nor does it observe
basic human rights.

Their actions are clear ex-
amples of oppression, cruelty,
brutality, and genocide, which
take the form of systematic kill-
ing, forced migration, econom-
ic blockade, health destruction,
and cultural destruction, and
all of these actions fulfill the
definition of genocide.

The Zionist regime’s mas-

From the world we live in, the only thing that will accompany us to
the Hereafter is our good and bad deeds. Deeds are what we will be
questioned about in this world and the hereafter. Although very few
people in this world are brought to justice to answer for their good and
bad deeds, history and future generations will definitely judge the pos-
itive and negative deeds of their leaders and officials, and similarly; in
the Hereafter, we will definitely be held accountable for every action in
the court of Allah Almighty.

As the Leader of the Islamic Emirate, Sheikh Hibatullah Akhundza-
da spoke about arrogance and self-importance in a meeting with a
number of officials on good governance, among other important top-
ics, and drew the attention of the officials to their actions and the
mission of their duties.

This is a policy that is absolutely necessary in an Islamic system,
and officials should be reminded of their responsibilities from time to
time and be warned against arrogance, injustice and negligence, be-
cause there are many verses of the Holy Quran about the disease of
self-esteem among humans, as the Allah Almighty says, “We created
you from a single male and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most honorable of
you is the one who is most righteous...”

The main concept of this verse is that all humans are equal in terms
of humanity because they are born from one parent. Therefore, there is
no legal justification for one human being to consider himself superior
to another because all humans are equal and brothers. This verse of
the holy Quran emphasizes that the most honorable person among
human  being is the one who is most pious, not because of his/her
tribe, language, race, or region, but rather it is only piety that gives a
person dignity and all other criteria are worthless.

Allah Almighty also said, “We have divided you into tribes and na-
tions so that you may know one another, not so that you may consider
yourself, your nation, or your language superior to another.

The best of people in the sight of Allah Almighty is the one who
fears Allen the Almighty.

That is, elevation in the sight of Allah Almighty is only based on
piety, so every Muslim who wears the garment of piety should be
considered the most honorable and highest of all.

 So officials, associates, and employees of the Islamic Emirate should
treat with the people as the real responsibles and honest officials of the
Islamic system as and no one’s actions are not hidden from Allah
Almighty, so everyone who has a duty in the ranks of the Islamic
Emirate must serve their Muslim brothers without any linguistic, eth-
nic, racial or regional differences and work for the stability and surviv-
al of the system.

We must accept that worldly power and authority, position, and
duties are not privileges; rather, they are a great responsibility and a
great test. Before we call ourselves rulers or officials, we must first
consider ourselves servants of the nation in whatever position and
responsibilities we are.

Islamic Emirate’s officials real
servants of nation

sacre of innocent people, chil-
dren, women, and even pa-
tients who are under treatment
and lying on their beds is not
only a crime against humanity,
but also a huge atrocity that
history will never forget.

Furthermore, this regime
has violated every law, treaty,
and principle that has been
established for the protection
of human life, human dignity,
and international rights.

Even if the international
community remains silent or
has only expressed “deep con-
cern” over all these crimes, his-
tory will record this silence as
a complicity in the crime.

 These atrocities will remain
a dark chapter in the memory
of history, and history will nev-
er forgive the hands that com-
mitted these crimes, nor the

mouths that remained silent.
The Gaza Strip siege is test-

ing the consciences of all hu-
manity as a whole.

This Israeli devastating
siege of Gaza must be ended
immediately.

 The memory of the martyrs
must be eternal, and the peo-
ple of Gaza must be given back
their right to freedom, dignity,
and human life.

Gaza is not just a name, it is
an oppressed epic, it is the red
line of martyrdom, it is the voice
of a people who say, even un-
der bombs, hunger, and siege:
We will not surrender!

Mohammad Qasim Azzam
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Telecommunication is de-
veloping by each passing
month as new sites are consid-
ered to be approved nation-
wide.

Reports qouted Najibullah
Hayat Haqqani, the acting min-
ister of telecommunications
and information technology, as
saying during a visit to Paktia
province that 550 new telecom-
munication sites have been
approved across the country.

Haqqani said that with the
activation of these telecommu-
nication sites, residents of re-
mote areas will have access to
telecommunication services.

These sites will be estab-
lished by various telecommu-
nication networks operating in
the country.

The acting minister also
said: “In our new project, we
have planned for 550 sites
across the country. You men-
tioned Paktika province. Out of
these sites, 74 have been ap-
proved for the center and re-
mote districts of Paktika.”

Meanwhile, some residents
of Paktia are demanding im-
provements in the quality of
telecommunication services
and the expansion of coverage
in the province.

Mohammad Rahman Sam-
kani, a resident of Paktia, told
the private TOLOnews: “The
sites that are going to be es-
tablished are a positive step,
and hopefully with their setup,
previous problems will be re-
solved to some extent.”

Eisa Khan, another resident
of Paktia, said: “These new
sites will be very useful for re-
mote areas where the internet

Hundreds of new telecommunication sites approved
and even mobile phone SIM
cards do not work properly.”

According to information
from the Ministry of Telecom-
munications and Information
Technology, 48 sites have been
allocated for Paktia province
and 74 for Paktika province,

which will be installed in the
centers and districts of these
provinces.

A few months ago, in Jan-
uary, $1.5 million contract was
signed to build 14 Telecommu-
nication sites in the country’s
provinces.

The Afghanistan Telecom-
munication Regulatory Author-
ity (ATRA) said that it has
signed a $1.5 million contract
for the establishment of 14 tele-
communication sites in sever-
al provinces.

The projects had been
completed and according to

the spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Telecommunications
and Information Technology,
this contract has been signed
between ATRA and several
companies, under which 14
telecommunication sites which
are now built in Kabul, Kanda-

har, Paktia, Paktika, Khost, and
other provinces.

The Ministry of Telecom-
munications and Information
Technology, stated: “These 14
telecommunication sites have
been planned for areas de-
prived of telecommunication
services.  They will be opera-
tional within a year, and once
activated, these areas will be
covered by telecommunication
services.” The ministry’s ef-
forts to expand the telecommu-
nication sites is commendable
as the citizens consider the es-
tablishment of these sites in

remote parts of the country to
be a significant step.

The creation of around 14
telecommunication sites in var-
ious provinces, especially in
remote areas, is a positive ini-
tiative as it reduces people’s
difficulties and provides em-

ployment opportunities.
Telecommunication sites

are indeed a sign of progress
and can have a positive impact
on the country’s development.

According to statistics
from the Ministry of Telecom-
munications and Information
Technology, work is currently
underway to cover more areas
by approving further telecom-
munication sites across the
country, with hundreds of them
recently becoming operation-
al.

Monitoring Desk: Inam
Hashemi

B
EIJING:Building bridges
through innovation &
global partnership

As the world navigates an
era marked by economic uncer-
tainties, environmental crises,
and rapid technological
change, China stands at the
forefront of offering a new
model of modernization—one
that fuses innovation with in-
clusive diplomacy

Nowhere is this vision more
clearly expressed than in Shan-
dong Province, a region swift-
ly evolving into a hub for high-
tech industries, people-to-peo-
ple diplomacy, and internation-

al cooperation.
My recent exploration of

events in Jinan and Binzhou
during the 2025 Shandong In-
ternational Friendship Cities
Cooperation and Exchange
Week (IFCCE) offered pro-
found insights into this trans-
formation—and also prompted
reflection on how countries like
Afghanistan might draw mean-
ingful lessons from China’s
path.

Shandong Province, histor-
ically recognized for its Con-
fucian legacy and cultural
depth, is now gaining interna-
tional attention for its bold
steps in economic diplomacy.

 The 2025 IFCCE, held in Ji-
nan, brought together more
than 900 delegates from 47
countries—including Kenya,
Brazil, Malaysia, Tonga, and
notably, regions with active
cooperation initiatives with
Shandong.

The week-long forum dem-
onstrated how subnational
partnerships can transcend
politics and geography to pro-

The Chinese modernization
in my eyes

Part V
duce practical cooperation on
development.

One of the event’s most
symbolic moments was the
presentation of the Outstand-
ing Partnership Award to re-
gions such as Bauchi State in
Nigeria, Brittany in France, and
South Gyeongsang Province
in Korea.

Bauchi’s experience is es-
pecially relevant for countries
like Afghanistan.

 Since its partnership with
Shandong began in 2023, Bau-
chi has attracted Chinese in-
vestment in agriculture, mining,
and construction.

 The result has been the
creation of jobs, infrastructure
development, and local capac-
ity-building.

Afghanistan, with its vast
untapped mineral resources
and youthful workforce, could
potentially benefit from similar
models of localized, high-trust
cooperation—particularly if it
manages to provide a stable
and secure environment for
international partnerships to
flourish.

While diplomacy sets the
tone, technological innovation
is the engine driving Shan-
dong’s modernization.

 In Jinan, this commitment
is embodied by companies like
Freda Biotech and Senfeng
Laser Technology, whose
achievements go far beyond
commercial success.

Freda Biotech specializes
in hyaluronic acid-based med-
ical and wellness products,
operating with a mission cen-
tered on human well-being
rather than just profit.

 With over 160 patents and

multiple international research
collaborations, Freda reflects
how science and ethics can
work hand in hand.

In Afghanistan, where
healthcare systems are strained
and domestic pharmaceutical
capacity is limited, such a mod-
el offers a vision of how local
innovation—supported by in-
ternational knowledge trans-
fer—can address urgent pub-
lic health needs.

Similarly, Senfeng Laser
Technology is a national lead-
er in industrial laser solutions,
supplying machinery for sec-
tors including aerospace, au-

tomotive, and renewable ener-
gy.

 Its focus on green produc-
tion, R\&D, and global reach—
backed by more than 700 pat-
ents—shows how high-tech
industries can drive sustain-
able development.

Afghanistan, whose man-
ufacturing base remains under-
developed, has much to learn
from Shandong’s ecosystem of
technical education, enterprise
incubation, and research-driv-
en investment.

Modernization in Shan-
dong is not just about indus-
try—it’s also about human
connection.

In Binzhou, the IFCCE’s In-
ternational Day of Friendship
Cities was a powerful example
of grassroots diplomacy. Rep-
resentatives from global munic-
ipalities signed 19 new sister-
city agreements, paving the
way for cooperation in educa-
tion, public services, and green
technologies.

In today’s turbulent world,
the role of religious scholars is
more crucial than ever.

 They are called upon to
speak the truth without fear,
hold leaders accountable, and
present clear and principled
Islamic solutions to global cri-
ses such as the ongoing trag-
edy in Gaza.

At the same time, Allah the
Almighty, in His boundless

mercy, has granted His ser-
vants blessed times through-
out the year—moments when
righteous deeds are rewarded
manifold, allowing believers to
draw closer to their Lord.

Among these special times,
the first ten days of Dhul-Hij-
jah hold a uniquely honored
position in the Islamic tradi-
tion.

The ten days of Dhul-Hij-
jah are not only significant for
pilgrims performing Hajj, but
also for every Muslim across
the globe.

Allah has sworn by these
days in the Qur’an— “By the
ten nights” (Surah Al-Fajr)—a
sign of their elevated status.

 The Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) described
these days as the best of the

The power of Dhul-Hijjah’s first ten days
year for righteous deeds.

His Companions and the
generation of Tabi’een (follow-
ers) would devote themselves
with greater intensity during
this period, engaging in wor-
ship, remembrance, and acts of
charity.

These days provide a re-
newed opportunity to revive
our connection with Allah.

For those who may have

fallen short during Ramadan,
or those unable to perform Hajj,
Dhul-Hijjah offers another
golden chance for spiritual
growth and redemption.

While Ramadan is widely
known for its blessings, for-
giveness, and the Night of
Power (Laylatul Qadr), some
scholars, including Ibn
Taymiyyah, highlight a unique
aspect of Dhul-Hijjah.

He stated that “the days of
Dhul-Hijjah are superior to the
days of Ramadan, while the
nights of Ramadan are superi-
or to the nights of Dhul-Hij-
jah.”

This view underscores the
unparalleled opportunity pre-
sented by these ten days—
especially in terms of daytime
worship, charity, and remem-

brance.
The misconception that

Dhul-Hijjah’s blessings are
limited to those performing Hajj
must be dispelled.

 Although pilgrims are
honored to stand at Arafah and
perform the rites of Hajj, Mus-
lims everywhere can share in
the spiritual rewards through
fasting, praying, and making
du’a.

These are days for all to
seek forgiveness, hope, and
nearness to Allah.

Among the ten days, the
ninth day—known as
Arafah—holds extraordinary
significance.

According to Hanafi juris-
prudence, fasting on this day
is a Sunnah Mu’akkadah (high-
ly emphasized practice) for
non-pilgrims.

For those performing Hajj,
however, it is considered mak-
ruh (discouraged), as it may
weaken them during the stand-
ing (wuquf) at Arafah, a core
component of the pilgrimage.

Moreover, the day of
Arafah is strongly associated
with supplication.

Non-pilgrims are encour-
aged to make du’a extensively,

especially after the Asr prayer
until sunset.

It is a time of profound spir-
itual power and a prime oppor-
tunity for sincere repentance
and personal transformation.

The culmination of the first
ten days is marked by Eid al-
Adha, the Festival of Sacrifice.

The Sunnah encourages
Muslims to wear clean or new
clothes, apply perfume, per-
form the Eid prayer, and ex-
change greetings such as “Eid
Mubarak” or “Taqabbal Allah
minna wa minkum” (May Al-
lah accept from us and you).

 It is a time to spread joy,
visit relatives, reconcile with
estranged kin, and care for or-
phans and the needy—acts
that reflect the piety of the oc-
casion.

Sacrificing an animal, fol-
lowing the example of Prophet
Ibrahim (Abraham), is a pow-
erful expression of submission
to Allah.

 According to the Hanafi
school of thought, specific rul-
ings govern this ritual, includ-
ing eligibility, timing, and dis-
tribution of the meat, all aimed
at ensuring that the sacrifice
benefits others and draws the
believer closer to Allah.

The first ten days of Dhul-
Hijjah are a gift from Allah—a
divine invitation to rebuild our
relationship with the Creator.

If Ramadan passed us by
with shortcomings, if the ma-
terial world has clouded our
hearts, these ten days are a
second chance at redemption.
Let us respond with more
prayer, remembrance (dhikr),
and du’a.

Let us offer our sacrifices,
both literal and spiritual, as
signs of our obedience.

In this sacred window, be-
lievers are reminded that true
victory lies in spiritual resil-
ience, moral clarity, and collec-
tive action based on divine
guidance.

Mashal Noori
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K
ABUL:  Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi, the act
ing Minister of Foreign

Affairs of the Islamic Emirate,
via a telephone conversation
with Mohammad Ishaq Dar, the
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister dis-
cussed bilateral relations, the
ministry said in a statement on
Sunday.

Focusing on the enhance-
ment of diplomatic ties be-
tween the two countries, both
sides considered the elevation
of Kabul and Islamabad’s dip-
lomatic missions to ambassa-
dorial status as a positive de-
velopment and expressed op-
timism for the swift completion
of the remaining phases, the
statement said.

They also stated that ele-
vating the level of diplomatic
relations would pave the way
for expanded cooperation in
various fields, according to the
statement.

The telephone conversa-

Muttaqi, his Pakistani counterpart discuss
bilateral relations via telephone

Afghan wrestlers delivered an
impressive performance at the
Under-18 International and Asian
Wrestling Championships held in
Uzbekistan, claiming a total of five
medals: one gold, two silver, and
two bronze.

At the international tourna-
ment, Mohammad Omar emerged
as the star of the Afghan squad,
winning the gold medal in the 65kg
weight category. Omar secured
four consecutive victories to top
the podium, demonstrating out-
standing strength and technique.
His teammate, Javid Karimi, also
competed in the same weight di-
vision and earned a silver medal
after winning three matches and
losing one in a hard-fought final.

In the Asian Championships,
Afghan athletes continued their
medal streak. Mohammad Sa-
khizada won a silver medal in the
77kg category, defeating three of
his opponents with dominant
performances. Meanwhile, Bilal
Rahmani in the 71kg weight class
and Mohammad Munir Nabizada

Afghan wrestlers win five medals
at U18 international and Asian
Championships in Uzbekistan

An introductory football
coaching course successfully con-
cluded in Mazar-e-Sharif, the cap-
ital of Balkh province, with the
participation of 28 aspiring coach-
es. The week-long course was or-
ganized by the Balkh Directorate
of Physical Education and Sports
in collaboration with the Afghan-
istan Football Federation. It was
led by certified instructor Mo-
hammad Hussain Mohammadi.

The course, classified as a “D
License” seminar, aimed to en-
hance the coaching capacity of
participants and prepare them for
more advanced levels of football
coaching.

The program covered funda-
mental aspects of football train-
ing, coaching methodology, play-
er development, and match man-
agement, providing a strong foun-
dation for the participants to con-
tinue their journey in the world of
football coaching.

Speaking at the conclusion of
the seminar, officials from the
Balkh sports department empha-
sized the importance of building a
qualified and skilled base of local
coaches to nurture football talent
across the province and beyond.

Introductory football coaching
course wraps up in Balkh

They highlighted that such edu-
cational initiatives are critical for
the long-term development of the
sport in Afghanistan.

At the end of the course, all
28 participants were awarded of-
ficial certificates of completion by
the Balkh Directorate of Physical
Education and Sports. These cer-
tificates recognize the partici-

pants’ successful engagement in
the course and qualify them to
begin coaching at the grassroots
level.

The initiative reflects grow-

E
ngland’s all-rounder
Jamie Overton has been
ruled out of the second

One Day International (ODI)
against the West Indies due to

a fractured left index finger.
The injury was sustained

ahead of the match, which is
set to take place today, Sun-
day, at the Sophia Gardens
Cricket Ground.

Overton played a key role
in the first ODI of the series,
where he showcased his bowl-
ing prowess by claiming three
crucial wickets.

He also contributed with
the bat, although he was run
out after scoring just one run.
His performance had been
seen as promising, particular-
ly with the ball, making his ab-
sence in the second match a
significant setback for En-
gland.

The three-match ODI series
between England and the
West Indies is an important part
of both teams’ preparations as
they look to build momentum
ahead of future international
fixtures.

England had hoped to car-
ry their winning momentum
forward, but Overton’s injury
forces them to adjust their
plans for the crucial second
match.

Team officials have not yet

England’s Jamie Overton ruled out of second
ODI against West Indies due to injury

ing efforts to professionalize foot-
ball in Afghanistan by empower-
ing local talent and investing in the
education of future coaches. Or-
ganizers expressed hope that sim-
ilar programs will continue to be
held in other provinces, enabling
the sport to grow across the coun-
try. With strong interest and par-
ticipation from local sports enthu-

siasts, the successful completion
of this coaching course marks an-
other positive step toward the
advancement of Afghan football.
The Kabul Times

in the 60kg division each clinched
bronze medals after solid efforts
against strong competition from
across the continent.

This achievement highlights
the growing talent and dedication
of Afghanistan’s young wrestlers
on the international stage. Despite
facing limited resources and train-
ing challenges, these athletes have
shown they can compete at a high
level and bring pride to their na-
tion. The Afghanistan Wrestling
Federation praised the athletes for
their performance and expressed
hope that such successes will en-
courage greater investment in
youth sports programs across the
country. The tournament in
Uzbekistan brought together top
young wrestlers from various na-
tions, making Afghanistan’s med-
al tally even more meaningful. As
the country continues to develop
its sports infrastructure, achieve-
ments like these serve as a testa-
ment to the potential and deter-
mination of Afghan athletes.

The Kabul Times

announced a replacement for
Overton, and it remains to be
seen whether he will recover
in time for the third and final
match of the series.

 England’s bowling attack
will now rely more heavily on

other pacers to fill the gap left
by Overton.

The second ODI is being
held at Sophia Gardens, a his-
toric ground in Cardiff known
for hosting memorable en-
counters.

 Fans are hopeful for anoth-
er thrilling match, despite the
unfortunate absence of one of
England’s key players.

Overton’s injury serves as
a reminder of the physical de-
mands of international cricket,
and the importance of squad
depth in maintaining competi-
tive performance throughout a
series.

The Kabul Times

One poignant voice was
that of Jean-Claude Bouffa,
Deputy Mayor of Saverne,
France, who spoke of how
these people-to-people initia-
tives bring President Xi Jin-
ping’s idea of a “community
with a shared future for man-
kind” into everyday life.

His message was simple:
diplomacy doesn’t have to be
top-down. It can begin in
classrooms, clinics, and city
halls.

Afghanistan, too, has a
history of hospitality and cul-
tural richness that lends itself
to civic diplomacy. Initiatives
like sister-city partnerships
with regional hubs in Central
and South Asia, the Middle
East, or even Chinese provinc-
es like Shandong, could allow
Afghan cities to share best
practices in municipal gover-
nance, vocational training, and
sustainability.

As someone who comes
from a country still grappling
with the basic foundations of
development, my journey
through Shandong made me
reflect deeply. Modernization
does not require rejecting tra-
dition or mimicking Western

models.
 It means finding a contex-

tual balance between heritage
and progress, between nation-
al sovereignty and global co-
operation.

Afghanistan’s challeng-
es—ranging from economic
stagnation and educational
gaps to weak infrastructure and
fragile institutions—require a
bold, long-term vision. What I
observed in Shandong is not a
miracle, but a model.

 A model where investment
in human capital, science, and
diplomacy forms the backbone
of development.

 A model where the govern-
ment empowers industries to
become globally competitive
and socially responsible. And
most importantly, a model
where cities serve not just as
economic zones, but as ambas-
sadors of peace and progress.

Vice Minister Chen Zhou of
the CPC’s International De-
partment rightly emphasized
the role of media and cultural
exchanges in building global
understanding. He called for
shared platforms, inclusive
participation, and sustainabil-
ity.

These are precisely the
principles Afghanistan must
embrace if it seeks to rise from
decades of conflict and isola-
tion.

Shandong’s experience
challenges the outdated notion
that modernization must be
Western-led or capitalist in
nature. Instead, it presents a
pluralistic and cooperative
path—one where biotechnol-
ogy and grassroots diploma-
cy, industrial lasers and inter-
cultural exchange, coexist with-
in the same narrative.

For Afghanistan, this is a
moment of choice.

The country can either re-
main on the periphery of glo-
bal development, or it can seek
smart partnerships—with Chi-
na, regional neighbors, and
beyond—to build a future root-
ed in knowledge, ethics, and
cooperation. The blueprint ex-
ists. Shandong is living proof.

As I return home with a
notebook full of ideas and a
heart full of hope, I believe that
if Afghanistan can draw inspi-
ration from this journey—not
by imitation, but by adapta-
tion—then our own story of
modernization may yet begin.

Nik Mohammad Nikmal

From P3 The Chinese modernization...

Twenty-six people have
been killed and 150 injured in
Israeli tank shelling and gun-
fire near an aid distribution

centre in Rafah, southern Gaza,
medics and residents say.

Mohammed Ghareeb, a lo-
cal journalist in Rafah, told the
BBC that thousands of Pales-
tinians had gathered near the
aid centre when Israeli tanks

26 killed in Israeli tank fire near Gaza aid
centre, medics and residents say

approached and opened fire on
the crowd.

Local journalists and activ-
ists shared footage of bodies

and wounded people being
transported on donkey carts to
the Red Cross field hospital in
the al-Mawasi area.

The Israel Defences Forc-
es said it was “currently un-
aware of injuries caused by IDF

fire within the Humanitarian
Aid distribution site. The mat-
ter is still under review.”

Mr Ghareeb said the crowd
of Palestinians had gathered
near Al-Alam roundabout
around 04:30 local time (02:30
BST), close to the aid centre
run by the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation, shortly before Is-
raeli tanks appeared and
opened fire.

“The dead and wounded
lay on the ground for a long
time,” Mr Ghareeb said. “Res-
cue crews could not access the
area, which is under Israeli
control.

This forced residents to use
donkey carts to transport vic-
tims to the field hospital.”

The Red Cross field hospi-
tal said 26 people had been
killed and 150 injured.

Efforts were under way to
transfer the casualties to Nass-
er Hospital in Khan Younis for

further treatment, a doctor at
the field hospital said.

The BBC is examining foot-
age of bodies being carried on
carts and in the back of lorries
to Nasser hospital.

Civil Defence spokesman
Mahmud Bassal told the AFP
news agency that more than
100 people were wounded
“due to gunfire from Israeli
vehicles towards thousands of
citizens”. The BBC has con-
tacted the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation about the reports.

The incident underscores
the dire humanitarian condi-
tions in Rafah, where recent
Israeli military operations have
severely limited access to aid
and emergency services.

On Saturday, crowds of ci-
vilians rushed aid trucks in
Gaza, the World Food Pro-
gramme has said, as hunger
and desperation create chaot-
ic scenes. BBC

tion is made when the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry announced

the day before yesterday re-
garding the elevation of its mis-

sion in Kabul to ambassadori-
al level. The Kabul Times


